Maternal mortality in Papua New Guinea 1971 and 1972.
Reports were received on 364 of the unknown number of maternal deaths that occurred in Papua New Guinea during the two years, 1 January, 1971 to 31 December, 1972. Postpartum haemorrhage accounted for 39 per cent of the deaths, puerperal sepsis for 19 per cent and associated conditions for 14 per cent. In 13 per cent of cases the cause of death could not be ascertained. Obstructed labour caused 4 per cent of the deaths, ruptured uterus 4 per cent, antepartum haemorrhage 3 per cent and abortion 3 per cent. Three deaths were due to miscellanous causes. It is possible that three of the deaths (0.8 per cent of the total) in the cause unascertained group were due to toxaemia of pregnancy. In the coastal districts the major cause of death was postpartum haemorrhage (53 per cent) and the major high-risk factor was grand multiparity (5 or more). In the highlands the major cause of death was puerperal sepsis (41 per cent) and the major high-risk factor was nulliparity. About 50 per cent of all pregnant women in Papua New Guinea are seen at antenatal clinic and about 25 per cent of all births occur in hospital or heath centre. Forty-four per cent of the women who died (abortion excluded) were seen at antenatal clinic and 18 per cent were delivered in hospital or health centre. High-risk factors were present in 87 per cent of women who were seen at antenatal clinic, but only 28 per cent of these high-risk women were delivered in hospital or health centre. Extension of the antenatal services will not result in a major reduction in maternal mortality unless high-risk factors are recognised and unless high-risk mothers can be persuaded to have their babies in hospital or health centre.